Report  for  the  Half-Year  ending 
December  31st,  1897,  on  the  Gnosall 
Rural  Sanitary  District. 


The  following-  table  shows  statistics  of  births  and 
mortality  compared  with  the  same  district  for  the 
year  1896,  and  for  England  and  Wales  during  the 
year  1897  during  the  period  mentioned  above.  For 
details  as  to  ages  at  death  and  causes  of  death,  I 
refer  to  the  tables  attached  to  this  report. 


1896 

Eng'd  «  Wales 
1897. 

Deaths  per  1.000  of 

population 

13-8 

12T 

17  4 

Births  per  1,000  of 

population 

287 

22-8 

29’7 

Deaths  from  Zymotic 
Disease?  per  1,000  of 
population  . 

078 

06 

2T5 

These  statistics  are  of  a  satisfactory  kind,  and 
point  to  a  healthy  condition  of  your  district.  The 
general  death  rate,  though  higher  than  for  the 
previous  year,  is  still  lower  than  the  average  of 
preceding  years.  As  accounting  for  the  rise,  I 
may  say  that  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  have 
been  caused  by  accident.  There  were  only  two 
deaths  registered  during  the  half-year  due  to  zymotic 
diseases,  and  both  of  these  were  caused  by  measles. 

The  infantile  death  rate  is  still  remarkably  low, 
only  one  death  undor  one  year  of  age  having 
occurred,  giving  you  an  infantile  death  rate  of 
26  per  1,000  births  registered. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  entire  absence  of  these  during  the 
half  year,  no  case  of  infectious  disease  having  been 
notified  to  me. 

N  ON -N  OT 1 F I  ABLE  DISEASES. 

Some  cases  of  measles  occurred  in  the  Parish  of 
Ac'haston,  causing  the  two  deaths  mentioned  above, 
and  a  very  few  also  in  the  Parish  of  Gfnosall.  In 
the  latter  parish,  the  first  cases  attacked  were 
brought  at  onoe  under  my  notice,  and  isolation 
being  at  onoe  put  in  -force,  there  was  no  great 
spread  of  the  d'sease.  Whooping  cough  was  preva¬ 
lent  in  Church  Eaton  during  August  and  Septem¬ 
ber,  but  the  cases  were  not  severe  nor  of  long 
duration. 


SANITARY  WORK. 

Owing  to  the  change  in  the  appointment  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  detailed 
report,  the  report  sent  in  by  your  former  Inspector 
being  incomplete,  and  your  present  Inspector  being 
recently  appointed,  having  no  report  to  make. 

A  nuisance  to  the  Schools  at  Gnosall  caused  by 
butcher’s  offal,  was  inspected  personally  by  your 
order  in  September,  and  notice  was  given  for  its 
abatement ;  but  complaint  has  since  been  made  to 
me  that  this  order  has  not  been  carried  out. 

A  case  of  over-crowding  of  a  dwelling-house  at 
Gnosall,  was  brought  to  my  notice,  but  was  remedied 
at  once  without  formal  notice  being  required. 

SEWERAGE. 

There  is  a  most  decided  need  for  a  Sewerage 
Scheme  for  Gnosall  and  Gnosall  Heath.  During 
the  past  year  or  i  wo,  a  number  of  new  houses 
have  been  built,  and  as  there  is  no  prov  sion  for 
their  proper  drainage,  thev  are  adding  to  the  diffi¬ 
culty  by  being  drained  into  the  roadside  d.tches. 
The  stream  entering  Gnosall  at  the  North  end, 
receives  directly  the  drainage  from  various  houses 
along  its  course,  and  is  simplv  a  common  sewer. 
The  dra  ns  from  the  centr'd  part  of  the  village  dis¬ 
charge  into  an  open  ditch  behind  a  dwell  ng-house, 
and  there  the  matter  les  stagnant.  A  s  a  conse¬ 
quence,  the  occupier  of  this  house  has  been  unable 
to  use  the  water  from  his  well  for  many  years,  as 
it  is  contaminated  by  sewage  matter,  and  unfit  for 
consumption. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

I  have  examined  the  w-  ter  from  a  new  house  at 
Gnosall  Heath,  and  found  it  satisfactory.  The 
supply  for  Gnosall  as  a  whole  is  deficient  in  quan¬ 
tity,  many  of  the  houses  having  none;  conse¬ 
quently  the  water  has  to  be  brought  from  publ'o 
wells  rt  a  onSi durable  d 'stance  away.  There  is, 
however,  a  large  supply  of  go  d  water  at  present 
running  to  waste  from  the  hill  above  Audmore, 
which  could  be  utilised  to  supolv  (he  whole  vllaee, 
find  which  could  be  more  sotisDctorly  guarded 
from  contamination  than  the  wells  at  present  in 
use. 

I  roma  n,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  STEELE.  M.B.,  C.M. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


— 


* 


- - 


< 


H 


\ 

■ 


